CWAJ Cultural Program Committee presents
Masks of Time: A Journey into Japanese
Noh Tradition

BEDHFRAD TIBF

This fascinating exploration of Noh Theatre, a classical form of Japanese performing arts dating
back to the 14th century, will feature the climax of Zeami’s famous work Atsumori, with
renowned performer Matsuki Chitoshi in the title role. Mr. Matsuki, a third-generation actor from
a distinguished family of Kanze Noh performers, has made significant contributions to
preserving this unique and noble art form, earning him the prestigious title of Living National
Treasure. Attendees will also have the rare opportunity to participate in a hands-on experience,
making this a truly one-of-a-kind event.
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Friday 19" September 2025 2025498190 (£)
13:30-16:00 13:30~16:00
Yarai Noh Gakudo RFKAERE
60 Yarai-cho, Shinjuku-ku, T162-0805 FRF4D
Tokyo 162-0805 MAEXRAET6 0

2 minutes from Tozai Line
Kagurazaka exit 2
5 minutes from Oedo Line
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Ushigome-kagurazaka exit Al. AHOLDESS S
Participation Fee: ¥8,000 SN&E: ¥8,000
Disabled/College Students: ¥4,000 FEEE/KRF4E: ¥4,000
3”; Tickets available through Peatix FT v b DERDIEPeatix
“ https://peatix.com/event/4396200 https://peatix.com/event/4396200
https://yarai-nohgakudo.com/
Awarded by the Gender Equality Bureau of the Cabinet Office Event Contact:
"W— Women’s Challenge Support Award Culturalprogram@cwaj.org
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WK F1&
Chitoshi Matsuki
Kanze Style Noh Actor
Designated Holder of Important Intangible Cultural Heritage

Chitoshi Matsuki was born in 1962. He is the third generation of “Shitekata” of
the Matsuki family of Kanze Noh actors. He graduated from Gakushuin Junior
High & High School, and Tokyo University of the Arts with a major in Japanese
Music. He provides workshops to promote Noh both in Japan and overseas.
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Program - English interpretation provided T34

e Overview of Noh and introduction to roles o BEXIZ

e Story of Atsumori and main characters * BER DN

e Climax of Atsumori o "HEORYZAMIBLITIIY I ADERE

e Sing “Takasago” by Matsuki and chanting together ° MAKICED” B DEOERRELSMEEE

e Kotsuzumi (hand drum) playing o INEEITDOIAER

e Mask wearing o BEE % DMT B 1AER

* Try walking wearing a mask (option) ° HBEEZMNITHEEZH AR /FEETHEEVOGKRER (X7

e Experience dancing on stage (option) =P
If you’d like to participate in the option, please bring your own F I I UICBMBEDOAIIEDERE CHESET VL, HtNTH
COTTON tabi if you have them. Tabi can be purchased at the ¥1,100ICTERFELTHED £9,

venue (¥1,100)
|

Atsumori
Kumagai-Jird Naozane, who currently lives in Musashi Province, killed Taira no Atsumori
in the battle of Ichinotani in Tsu Province (nhow Suma District of Kobe City in Hyogo
Prefecture). Overcome with remorse, he becomes a Buddhist monk named Rensei
under the guidance of the priest Honen. He returns to Suma Beach to pray for
Atsumori’s soul.

While praying, Rensei hears flute music and encounters a group of grass cutters. One
lingers behind, reveals a connection to Atsumori, and mysteriously vanishes. A passing
local recounts the story of Atsumori’s death, and Rensei confesses he was the one who
killed him.

That night, Atsumori’s ghost appears in full armor. He expresses gratitude to Rensei,
recalls the music and calm before the battle, and reenacts his death. Before vanishing,
he thanks Rensei again and asks for continued prayers for his soul.
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